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From the Editor’s Desk

Happy Reading
All the best
Dr Chitra Sen   

From the President’s Desk

Kaushik Sen
All the best

Firstly I would like to wish Happy New Year to everyone. December
being the last month of Calender Year 2021, we tried doing something
special. We conducted 2 Health Checkup Camps, on 11th and 12th 

December. We also launched our IMPACT PROGRAM alongwith
JAGARAN PROGRAM, in presence of our District Governor Rtn Prabir Chatterjee, at the 
Senator, on 14th December. Also we celebrated our Christmas, alongwith Apni Roti ( Founder -
Rtn Bikash Agarwal ) at Bagbazar Sarada Prathamik Vidyalaya, wherein we distributed Bags 
and Stationaries to 120 Underprivileged Children. I would like to thank Rtn. Neeraj Kejriwal
and Rtn. Amit Agarwal for sponsoring the bags and stationaries. I would like to also thank Rtn
Bikash Agarwal and Rtn Tarakjit Saha, for organising the event on 25th December. And on 26th 
December, we donated bedsheets, pillow covers, toiletries to inmates of Alokendu Bodh 
Niketan. I would like to thank Rtn Sachin Sonpal for sponsoring the event. Our Project Asha, 
sponsored by Rtn Sachin Sonpal, running from June 2021 comes to an end in December. We 
are really grateful to Rtn Sachin Sonpal for sponsoring the event from June to December. 
Finally we closed our 2021, by celebrating 31st Night with fellow Rotarians from other Clubs 
like Rotary Club of Galaxy and Rotary Club of Jadavpur, at Urban Fiesta The Club.

Happy New Year!
Beginning of the New Year does not only begin with New Year
resolutions which are generally broken (especially for people 

who vow to diet control). India is a land of festivities and yummy
mouth-watering sweets and delightful eats, rituals from all over India 
comprising a harvest of festivals. The first festival in the calendar is 
Makar Sankranti which is famous for its sesame sweets and kite flying. 
It is a celebration of the winter Solstice meaning the movement in the zodiac order, the 
arrangement of the earth’s dial around the Sun, and this movement brings about a new 
change in the planetary system. We are often bewildered by the movement of life but 
everything in life is a continuous movement; if everything becomes still then there will be
catastrophe. Planets move and bring us different seasons with their varied flavors. So 
movement in a rhythmic pattern ensures harmony and satisfaction – whereas rapid changes 
throttle us and very slow changes make life dull. Similarly through varied Rotary activities 
we offer new ideas, trainings and spread out the activities to empower, solace, service and 
to guide so that people make fresh attempts to improve in whatever they do in their lives.



Republic Day of India 2022 is around the corner and it will be the 73rd year this 26th
January, 2022. We are all excited to see the spectacular parades at Janpath, New Delhi,
something we all were privy to physically but due to the pandemic, very few will be able to 
attend. It was also on this day in 1965 when Hindi was declared as the official language of 
India.

Significance of Republic Day 
The Republic Day signifies the right spirit of Independent and individual India. The
important symbols of the festival include the exhibition of military equipment, the national 
flag and military assets. It was on this day in 1930 when the Indian National Congress 
revealed Purna Swaraj, the declaration of India’s independence from colonial rule. It was 
under the leadership of Dr. BR Ambedkar when the new constitution was enrolled.

How is Republic Day of India celebrated?
This day is celebrated all over India with great fervour. It is when we Indians honour the
Constitution of independent India. All government institutions, schools and colleges host the 
tricoloured national flag which are then followed by cultural events. However, this situation 
is different as of now due to the pandemic. In New Delhi, the national flag is hoisted by the 
President of India at India Gate. The amazing parades take place at Rajpath, New Delhi. The 
parade is conducted by the Indian President  and is arranged by the Ministry of Defence. 
Other than  displaying its military prowess, the event also promotes India’s diverse culture. 
The event also honors the martyrs who have sacrificed their lives for the 
country. The Prime Minister of India honours the martyrs by 
putting a ringlet at the Amar Jawan Jyoti at India Gate. It’s 
followed by a 21-gun salute, national flag 
hoisting, and national anthem.                                                                               Awards are 
presented to the brave soldiers in                                                                            the form of 
Paramvir Chakra, Ashok Chakra,                                                                                 and Vir Chakra. 
Even children and adult citizens who have 
displayed courage in times of                                                                                   adversity are 
honoured with awards. Next are                                                                            the winners of 
gallantry awards who salute the                                                                            President in 
military jeeps. This is followed by India’s display of its 
military power. March-past by the armed                                                        forces, police, and 
National Cadet Corps also take place with the President of India 
receiving the salute from different regiments. The parade comes to an end when the Indian 
Air Force fighter jets fly past Janpath. The celebration takes place all over the country. Live 
webcast of the Republic Day Parade is made accessible every year to millions of people who 
wish to view the parade over the Internet or TV. After the event is over, the exclusive footage 
is made obtainable as ‘video on demand’. Celebrations, though on a relatively smaller scale, 
are also held in all state capitals, where the Governor of the state unfurls the flag. Same 
celebrations are also held at district headquarters, subdivisions, talukas, and panchayats.
After all the celebrations, the Beating Retreat takes place which officially denotes the end of 
Republic Day festivities. All important Government Buildings are beautifully adorned with 
yellow lights every evening from 26th to 29th. The Beating Retreat ceremony is conducted on 
the evening of January 29, the third day after the Republic Day. The drummers also give a 
solo performance (known as the Drummer’s Call). The bands march back playing a popular 
martial tune Saare Jahan Se Achcha. At exactly 6 pm, the National Flag is lowered, and the 
National Anthem is sung, bringing the Republic Day celebrations to a formal end.

Jai Hind

















Millions across the country celebrate this age-old festival of Makar 
Sankranti with much vigour and joy. Also known as the festival of kites, 
Makar Sankranti is celebrated to mark the end of the winter season 
and commemorate the upcoming harvest season. Largely celebrated in 
North India, Makar Sankranti is observed to pay homage and thank the 
Sun God, Surya for blessing the harvest with useful and effective 
resources. During this festival, the people take a dip into the holy rivers 
like Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari, Krishna as they believe it will wash away 
the human sins and that they will be blessed with a new life, full of 
prosperity and resources. People prepare scrumptious meals and 
rejoice the festival together by flying beautiful kites from the terraces 
of their homes.

Celebrating Makar Sankranti








